THE MIRRORS OF WASHINGTON

man Scott Ferris, then acting as Chairman of the
Democratic National Committee, went to the
President and told him that there was danger of
losing both houses of Congress, the lower house not
being important, but the Senate as a factor in
foreign relations, Mr. Ferris suggested, was indis-
pensable to the Democratic party. Mr. Wilson
was more hopeful but agreed to take under advise-
ment some sort of appeal to the country. It was
not desired that this should be anything more than
a letter, perhaps to Mr. Ferris, intended for pub-
lication, and pointing out the need of support for
the President's policies in the next Congress.

Shortly afterward Mr. Tumulty, the President's
Secretary, brought totheShoreham Hotel in Wash-
ington an appeal to the country for a Democratic
Congress and read it to several Democrats gathered
there for the purpose, including Homer S, Cum-
mings, who, by that time, had become acting
Chairman of the Democratic National Committee
and was in charge of the campaign. Mr, Cum-
mings doubted the wisdom of an appeal, couched
in such terms as the one Mr. Tumulty read. He
took it to Vance McConnick, Chairman of the
Democratic National Committee, who, because he
was Chairman of the War Trade Board, was not
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